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SUBJECT: FORTIETH AND FORTY-FIRST DAYS OF THE KC DRY SEASON 
OFFENSIVE 

REF: PHNOM PENH 2484 

1. SUMMARY. ACTIVITY WAS DOWN THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
BUT MEKONG RIVER POSITIONS CONTINUED TO SUFFER ATTACKS 
BY FIRE AND THE KC DAMAGED A NAVAL CONVOY CAUSING THE 
DESTRUCTIO OF TWO 155MM HOWITZERS. FANK REPORTED A LINK-UP 
ON THE EAST BANK ACROSS FROM PHNOM PENH AND SOME PROGRESS 
CLEARING THE ROAD TO THE ISOLATED 45TH BRIGADE NORTHWEST 
OF THE CAPITAL. END SUMMRY. 

2. THE KC HIT A NAVAL CONVOY AS IT REACHED DEI DOS ON THE 
WAY SOUTH TO NEAR LUONG AND SANK A VESSEL CARRYING TWO 
OF FANK'S FEW 155MM HOWITZERS. THIRTY CREW MEMBERS ARE 
MISSING. KAF HAS PLANNED AIRSTRIKES TO ENSURE 

THE CANNONS ARE DESTROYED. FURTHER SOUTH ON THE 
RIVER. PEAM REANG ISLAND IS STILL UNDER PRESSURE. 

LATE REPORTS SHOW 49 ENEMY KILLED ON PEANG REANG 
FEB 8. 
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3. FANK REPORTS THAT, ACROSS FROM PHNOM PENH ON THE 
MEKONG'S EAST BANK, THE PARA BRIGADE FINALLY LINKED 
UP WITH ELEMENTS OF THE 84TH BRIGADE, PINCHING OFF A 
SALIENT WHICH THE KC OPENED NEW YEAR'S DAY. SOME 
PROGRESS HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN MADE TOWARD OPENING UP 
ROUTE 51 TO THE ISOLATED 45TH BRIGADE NORTHWEST OF 
THE CAPITAL. 

4. HEAVY AND CONTINUOUS FIGHTING NORTH OF PHNOM PENH 
ON ROUTE 5 HAS GROUND DOWN THE 7TH DIVISION. OPERATIONAL 
STRENGTH FOR THE ENTIRE DIVISION IS ONLY ABOUT 2,000 

MEN, WHICH IS JUST UNDER THE AUTHORIZED STRENGTH OF 
ANY ONE OF THE DIVISION'S THREE COMPONENT BRIGADES. 

THE ONE AND ONE-HALF BRIGADE EQUIVALENTS REINFORCING 
THE 7TH COUNT A TOTAL OF 1,200 MEN. THE NEARBY 
5TH BRIGADE, WHICH NOW HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR PART OF THE 
SEVENTH’S AREA HAS 900 MEN INCLUDING A NUMBER OF 
AWOL-PRONE SWEEPINGS FROM CAPITAL CITY 
HEADQUARTER'S OFFICES. COMMANDERS OF THESE FORCES 
HAVE SPOKEN GLUMLY ABOUT AMMO SCARCITIES. THEY 
APPEAR WILLING TO MAKE DO BUT ARE SOMEWHAT DISPIRITED. 

5. IN THE PROVINCES, THE KC ATTACKED KOMPONG THOM'S 
EASTERN PERIMETER, LOSING 12 MEN. PRESSURE HAS 
EASED SOMEWHAT AT KAMPOT. FANK HAS FLOWN 100 
RECRUITS TO REAM TO BE SHIPPED TO REINFORCE KAMPOT. 

6. TWENTY ROCKETS HAVE FALLEN ON PHNOM PENH OR IN 

AND AROUND POCHENTONG KILLING TWO AND WOUNDING FOUR 
BUT CAUSING LITTLE DAMAGE. 
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